1914]    THE BREAKING  OF THE  BARRIERS

the Emperor met his military and political chiefs at
Potsdam. On the strength of Russia's mobilization
they resolved on war against Russia and, as a
corollary, against France. But before publishing
the declaration they decided to make a " strong
bid" for British neutrality. The Imperial Chan-
cellor motored back to Berlin and sent for the British
Ambassador. Sir Edward Goschen's dispatch gives
the gist of the strange conversation which followed :

" Provided that the neutrality of Great Britain
were certain, every assurance would be given to the
British Government that the Imperial Government
aimed at no territorial acquisitions at the expense
of France should they prove victorious in any war
that might ensue. It depended upon the action
of France what operations Germany might be forced
to enter upon in Belgium, but, when the war was over,
Belgian integrity would be respected if she Lad not
sided against Germany."

With this amazing proposal the troubled day of
Wednesday the 29th closed. Sir Edward Grey was
moved to honourable wrath, and early on the morn-
ing of the 30th replied in words which could not be
misconstrued. He rejected utterly the Imperial
Chancellor's suggestion that Britain should bind
herself to a disgraceful neutrality. He appealed once
more to Germany to work with him to preserve the
peace of Europe, and he concluded with the expres-
sion of a hope which at the moment seemed to the
world a vague academic idea, but which the rigour
of war was to make a living reality.
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